
"It's really going to be a zoo. It's going to be a lot of people 

to squeeze into one place." - Drew Stuyvenberg, Preble High School senic 


Preble s 
students 


By Lori Higgin9 But you’ll have to go far to find 

Press-Gazette anyone complaining. 

“The bottom line is that Preble has 

Like death and taxes, a school year been in a poor state.” said Kathy Chase, 
filled with construction at Preble High a language arts teacher. “We can do 
School is a necessary evil to many this because the end result will be so 
students. wonderful.’’ 

“There’s not much you can do about “It is exciting,” Principal Christopher 
it,” said Nick Linz, 16. a junior. “We’re Wagner said. “It’s fun to see this 
overpacked.” construction after all this time of seeing 

“I think we’re going to have to just a facility that needed improvement.” 
deal with it,” said Kelly Simcik, 17, a It was around this time last year 
senior. when the Green Bay School District 

And deal with it they will. Simcik and was pondering what to do about 
Linz — and many other students who conditions at the school, 
play fall sports —* have had a preview in Last year the school enrolled 1,700 
recent weeks of what’s to come. students in a building that should hold 

The school’s staff and students will 1,650. 

have to endure 30 months of In November, voters approved a $24.7 
construction to make a perennially million referendum to remodel and 
crowded Preble bigger and better. build an addition onto the school. The 

“It’s going to be hard. It’s going to be cost for the project has since risen to 
chaotic,” said Andrea Marchi, 17, a $25.9 million. 

senior at the school on Green Bay’s east Work at the school began in June and 
side. will be done in three phases. 

The signs have been there since June, Completion is estimated for October 
when construction began. 1999. 

Backhoes gingerly piece away walls. 

Windows in some classrooms are Adjusting to construction 
blocked in. And mounds of dirt fill what Senior Drew Stuyvenberg expects the 
used to be a courtyard. school year to be “like last year but 

That scene will greet students worse.” 

Wednesday when classes begin and 

won’t fade anytime soon. Please S66 Preble/A-2 
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A Under construction: A view from the top of Green 
Bay Preble High School shows sand being moved from 
an area that one day will house music classes. 

Students and teachers will have to work around the 
construction project for the next 30 months while the 
expansion project continues. The new school year 
starts Wednesday. 

◄ Hard-hat area: Eric Knudson of Basten Construction 
ducks through an opening in a temporary wall put up to 
keep students out of the construction area at Preble 
High School on the city’s east side. Work began in June. 


► Workers kept busy by 128 maintenance projects/A-2 






■ PREBLE 

From A-l _ 

"It’s really going to be a zoo,” 
Stuyvenberg said. "It’s going to be 
a lot of people to squeeze into one 
place.” 

Still, he said, "this is for the 
best. When we come out of this, 
Preble will be better.” 

Of course, by then Stuyvenberg. 
Simcik and Linz will be long gone. 
But they say they’re willing to 
endure the chaos so future 
students can benefit. 

“This is definitely something 
that is worthwhile,” Stuyvenberg 
said. 

School administrators hope to 
make things easier. They're giving 
students an extra minute to get to 
and from classes, bringing passing 
time to seven minutes. 

And the school will operate on 
five different schedules. Under the 
plan, students would start in 
shifts — with some beginning at 
6:30 a.m., others at 7:30 a.m. and 
others at 9:24 a.m. 

All freshmen would have the 
traditional schedule, which begins 
at 7:30 a.m. 

Each schedule would end at a 
different time. Some students 
would go straight through school 
without a break for lunch or study 
hall. 


“It has the potential for 
thinning out the building during 
part of the day,” Wagner said. 

Students could choose the 
schedule they wanted. Simcik 
chose the no-break schedule. 
She’ll start school at 7:30 a.m. and 
be done by 1 p.m. 

“I chose it so I can have more 
time in the afternoon,” Simcik 
suid. The early end to her school 
day will allow her to complete 
homework before volleyball 
practice. 

Stuyvenberg opted to start at 
6:30 a.m. “It’s a good way to make 
room for other things in your 
schedule," he said. 

Going without a break wasn’t 
an option for Linz. "I wanted to 
huve a good lunch hour,” Linz 
said, explaining that he has to 
have a good meal before he has 
cross-country practice. 

No auditorium this year 

By the time work at Preble is 
complete, the building will more 
than double in size, expanding 
from 177,793 square feet to 400.000 
square feet. 

It will have more classrooms, 
more gym space, an updated 
technology education area, and 
more adequate library, auditorium 
and cafeteria space. 

The first year of construction 
could be the toughest. Workers 


will concentrate on enclosing a 
courtyard, putting a roof on and 
doing interior work. Some of that 
area should be available to staff 
by the next school year. 

But for this year, students won’t 
have their auditorium, having to 
put on plays and concerts at either 
Edison Middle School or East 
High School, Wagner said. 

Students will have to adjust 
their traffic patterns. They used to 
cut across a parking lot to get 
from one building to another. Now 
they’ll have to go through the 
building, which takes more time. 

Classrooms that used to face an 
outdoor courtyard have been 
filled with gray concrete blocks to 
cut down on disruption. 

Some staff parking has been 
eliminated to make way for new 
classrooms. The district is leasing 
parking spaces at nearby 
Atonement Lutheran Church. 

Still, Wagner said classes 
shouldn’t be disrupted. 

“It's inevitable that they're 
going to hear some (noise),” 
Wagner said. But he said workers 
will do much of their noisy work 
outside the school day. 

Chase said she’s concerned 
about dirt and noise. But “if it is 
noisy, we’ll work around it.” 

“I’ve taught enough to know 
students and teachers can be 
extremely adaptable.” 


“There's 
not much 
you can 
do about 
it. We're 
over¬ 
packed.” 

- Nick Linz, 16, junior 

"I think 
we're 
going to 
have to 
just deal 
with it." 

- Kelly Simcik, 17, senior 

"It's going 
to be hard. 

It's going 
to be 
chaotic." 

- Andrea 
Marchi, 17, 

senior 






